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Centenary  

United 

Methodist 
www.effinghamcumc.com 

January 2012 

WONDERFUL WEDNESDAY 
Short term study 

starts  

January 11, 2012 

 

Our Wonderful Wednesday short term study will be Reading Scripture as 

Wesleyans.  

The lessons will be team taught by Libby Moeller and Pastor John and 

will challenge us to reexamine the mindset we bring to reading 

Scripture.  

In a recent planning conversation, Libby and John commented that 

they know they have read Scripture in many different ways because of 

their grade school education and their life experience. After reading the 

first chapter of this book, they began to ponder how well they read 

Scripture as those who study John Wesley's approach to the Christian 

life. Or in other words, how well do I read Scripture as a United Methodist 

and Wesleyan? Come and join us for 6 weeks of this engaging study 

written by the General Editor for the New Testament of the Wesleyan 

Study Bible.  
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Pastor Joe 

 BUT I’LL SEE YOU IN FEBRUARY.  As weôve been discussing 

since late summer, Centenary is launching an exciting new program 

in our District.  This means that Iôll be ñoff the gridò in January, so 

for pastoral attention this month, please contact our Associate 

Pastor John.  Iôll miss you, but Iôll see you in February.  The rest of  

this page has  details.  As always I thank you for your continued 

prayers; know that you’re in my prayers as well. 

 

What is a pastoral sabbatical? Our United Methodist Book of Discipline (2008) says, 

ñThroughout their careers, clergy shall engage in continuing education for ministry, 

professional development, and spiritual formation.  This shall include carefully 

developed personal programs of study augmented periodically by involvement in organized 

and spiritual growth activities.ò (Paragraph 351.1)   ñSuch leaves shall not be considered as 

part of the ministersô vacations and shall be planned in consultation with their charges to 

which they are appointed as well as the bishop, district superintendent, and annual 

conference continuing education committee.ò (351.2) ñA clergy member may request a 

formational and spiritual growth leave of up to six months.  Such a leave shall be with the 

approval of the committee on pastor-parish relations, the church council, and the 

district superintendent.” (351.3) 

 

And so? Our District Superintendent asked me in July to consider a Sabbatical. I 

researched and prayerfully considered this.  My request for a Pastoral Sabbatical was 

approved this fall by our Staff Parish Relations Committee, Church Council and 

Charge Conference for January 2012.  I shall be involved in organized research and 

spiritual renewal. Beyond this, ñIf there is not time to rest and regain some sense of the 

sacredness of your life and work, then you may simply be trading one overly scheduled 

calendar for another.ò (Journeying toward Renewal: A Spiritual Companion for Pastoral 

Sabbaticals, M. B. Sevier, page 23.) 

 

Bottom line? As I wrote in my Self Assessment Form this summer, ñI gotta get this whole 

Sabbath and Day Off thing figured out before I drop.ò  

 

Yours in Christ, 

Dr. Joe Scheets  
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UPCOMING EVENTS AND MEETINGS 

Saturday 12/31 Saturday NO WORSHIP 

Sunday 01/01 10:00 a.m. Worship  

Monday  01/02   OFFICE CLOSED 

Tuesday 01/03 9:15 a.m. Centenary Servants (K)  

Thursday  01/05 10:00 a.m. Member Care  

Sunday 01/08 1:00 p.m. Piano Recital (FH) 

  01/08 2:00 p.m. Cluster Meeting (MR)  

Monday  01/09 6:00 p.m. Trustees (MR) 

Tuesday 01/10 12:00 p.m. TLC (FH) 

Wednesday  01/11 5:30 p.m. CPR & Member Care (MR)  

Monday  01/16   OFFICE CLOSED: Martin Luther King, Jr.õs Birthday 

  01/16 6:00 p.m. Education (Conf)  

  01/16 7:00 p.m. Finance Team (MR) 

Wednesday  01/18   NEWS DEADLINE 

Monday  01/23 6:00 p.m. Outreach & Witness (MR)  

  01/23 7:00 p.m. Church Council (FH)  

Sunday 01/29 6:00 p.m. Book Club (MR)  

 

 January 29 10:00 A.M.  (NO 8:15 A.M. WORSHIP OR SUNDAY SCHOOL) 

 and   All Church Potluck  

 

 

WEEKLY OPPORTUNITIES  

Saturdays  5:45 p.m.   Worship Service  

Sundays  8:15 a.m.   Worship Service  

  9:35 a.m.   Adult and Youth Sunday School  

  10:45 a.m.  Worship Service  

  6:00 p.m.       UMYF (6thñ8th grades and 9 thñ12th grades)  

  6:00 p.m.     Jr. UMYF (3rd -5th grades: 2nd & 4th Sundays)  

Mondays   9:00 a.m.      Quilters  

    5:00 p.m.    A.A. 

Tuesdays  9:00 a.m.                 Brookstone Bible Study  

  10:30 a.m.          Glenwood Bible Study  

  11:15 a.m.          Lakeland Rehabilitation and Health (3rd & 4th week only)   

  8:00 p.m.                  A.A. (Closed)  

  8:00 p.m.   Al-Anon 

Wednesdays   1:30 p.m.   Staff meeting  

  6:00 p.m.   Handbells  

  7:00 p.m.   Alleluia Choir  

  Wonderful Wednesday  BEGINS  JANUARY 11 

  5:00 p.m.   All Church Meal  

  6:00 p.m.   Short Term Study 

  7:00 p.m.   A.A. (Open)  

Thursdays  7:00 p.m.   A.A. (Open)  

Fridays   8:00 p.m.   A.A.  (Closed)  

5th Sunday 
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Youth News 
December was a busy month for UMYF. In addition to finishing up semester exams, we 
also collected 20 grocery bags of food from the homes surrounding the church to give to 
the FISH store. We made luminaries for the Christmas Eve services and thank you to 
everyone who sponsored a luminary or helped us put them out and clean up after the 
services. Thank you to all the adults who have helped with food, games, lessons and 
leadership. 

We continued our study of Sarah & Abraham and how they followed God's call, no 
matter what the cost. Using these two pillars of our faith as guideposts, we searched for 
ways their example can apply to our lives as we strive to follow God's guidance. We'll 
continue this study in January. 

 We have two big events that need your attention in January, our ski trip and our 
mission trip. While I have promised that we will continue to accept people on the ski trip 
until our space is filled, I need the spaces filled as soon as possible because of the 
sizable cost of reservations. The final balance will be due January 31, 2012. I will be 
sending out a letter with permission slips, expectations of conduct and balance due in 
the middle of the month. If you have any questions or concerns please contact me, 
Pastor John, at the church office 342-2030 or my cell 618-334-5439. 

 The next big event we have planned is the mission trip. The deadline for this trip is also 
January 31, 2012. This may seem like a very early date for a trip scheduled for June 24-
30, 2012, but we have to let Henderson Settlement know how many of us are coming. 
While I realize this trip is a blessing for those of us who go as much as for those to 
whom we minister, we also need to set a minimum number in order to be good 
stewards of our time and resources. Toward that goal, if we do not have 20 paid 
deposits by the January 31, 2012 deadline we will not be going on the mission trip.  

 I realize asking for commitments this far in advance has not been how trips were 
planned in the past. We have to change this so that we can make deposits, plan time 
away from work and home, and raise funds in a responsible manner. If we don't know 
for certain how many people are attending until a few weeks before the trip, we cannot 
plan effectively. As always if you have questions, concerns or need clarification about 
any of our trips, please contact me, Pastor John, at the church office 342 -2030 or my 
cell 618-334-5439. 

Jr. UMYF 
from Nancy Caldwell and Sheri Schafer  

For 3rd-5th graders and their FRIENDS!   

2nd and 4th Sundays  
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TOP MINISTRY PRIORITIES  
 

  INCLUDE  families, children and youth in ministry 

  Develop strong, spiritually mature servant LEAD ers 

  Be inviting and welCOMEing to first time guests 

  Implement programs for helping people GROW  spiritually 

  Engage in relevant mission and SERVice in our community and beyond 

Pajama Story Time 

On January 29, 2012 all K -5th graders are invited to join 
the youth from UMYF to our annual Pajama story time. 

We invite our younger guests to bring their favorite book, come dressed in their 

pajamas and hear their story as well as other stories read to them by the youth 
of the church. Responsible adults are invited to join us as well. We'll start 
reading at 6 p.m. and we'll hopefully be ready for bed at 7:30 p.m. For more 

information contact  Pastor John at 342 -2030  or  Deena Ballard.  

COMING  ON   

April 15, 2012  

Celebrating Christ walking out of the Tomb  

by Walking out of the Church.  

More details to come!   

March to the Manger 

Thank you to everyone for supporting the March to the Manger.   

Our total amount was $6,460.00 which will be used 

to assist the Imagine NO Malaria, FISH, and  

Amanda Kingôs Cambodia projects.   
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CPR  Heartline Box 

 

The Centenary Personal Responder Team has placed the Heartline box in the 

Connection Area for everyone to help keep our church family caring for each 

other.  Our hope and our prayer is that you will use this box as a way of 

letting the church know your needs, prayer requests, or any situation that 

someone is burdened with and you feel that a church presence is needed.  We are hoping 

that this box will help us put action to your needs.  We want it to be a ñHeartlineò between 

you and the church.  The CPR members will take turns opening the box regularly and we will 

see that your requests are taken care of ASAP.  Also, all CPR members are required to sign a 

confidentiality agreement. 

Our Stewardship: December 2011 Attendance 

 Worship Sunday School 

December 3 & 4 307 111 

December 10 & 11 511 113 

December 17 & 18 260 105 

December 24 & 25 547 No Sunday School 

   

Contribution SummaryðDecember 2011 

December 25, 2011 General Fund 

Year to Date 

Cap.Improve.Fund 

Year to Date 

Capital Campaign 

Year to date 

Contributions $426,815.12 $26,942.81 $63,782.13 

Disbursements $420,387.53 $34,865.94  

+ Ahead 

- Behind 

+$6,427.59 -$7,923.13 Loan Balance  

$429,368.78 

Contribution Statement FYI ð  

Watch for your 2011 Giving Statement at the end of January.  
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Community News  

Tuesday Bible Studies 

9:00 a.m. at Brookstone 

10:30 a.m. at the Glenwood 

*11:15 a.m. Lakeland Rehabilitation and Health Center 
*(third and fourth Tuesdays only) 

Everyone is welcome. 

The Golden Circle Nutrition Program  
out of Hendelmeyer Park is in NEED of drivers.  Meal delivery takes approximately 1 hour or less.   

Helen Grunloh needs our help.  She is looking for drivers that can drive regularly or drivers willing to 

fill in when someone is on vacation or drivers that are willing to go on a sub list and can be called 

when needed.  This program helps people stay in their homes and it needs our support.   

Please call Helen at 347 -2851 if you can help.   Here is another opportunity for us to become the 

difference in our community. 

FOOD for the Catholic Charities Food Pantry 

We collect food for Catholic Charities each month to help them supply food to those in 
need in our area.  Please bring your donation to church any Sunday, and on the third 

Monday of the month we will deliver our donations to them. 

Items needed are:  toilet paper, canned meats, pastas and sauce.  

Since we will be collecting all month, our hope is that more people will 
participate.  We are looking forward to seeing a mound of food in the 
Connection Area.  Thank you for supporting this mission project. 

Guide for inserted calendar page    

Meeting Calendar Room Description  

 

S = Sanctuary   YR = Youth Room  

FH = Fellowship   MR = Meeting Room  

K = Kitchen   B + number = rooms on the lower level  
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Sunday 

January 29 at 10:00 a.m.          One Service  

Our Fifth Sunday Celebration this January will feature local talent leading us in 
worship and in singing.  

Our worship time will be led by the United Methodist Women as we celebrate 
their ministry and service for the past year. Our music will feature, in my 
opinion, the best singing choir in the Effingham area, YOU!  

In January you will find a bulletin insert asking you for your favorite hymn.  
Since your response was so enthusiastic last time, I am asking that you specify 
which verse is your favorite in case we only have time to sing one and not all of 
the verses.  So come and join us for a Sunday worship celebrating the many gifts 
with which God has blessed us in the congregation.  

 
Hymn Sing 

(back by popular demand)  

DRINKS  AND  TABLE  SERVICE  WILL  BE  PROVIDED . 

PLEASE  BRING  A DISH  TO  SHARE  WITH  OTHERS . 

DINNER  WILL  BE SERVED  FOLLOWING  THE   

10:00 A.M. SERVICE .  

Dorcas UMW Circle  
A group gathered at the front of our sanctuary the evening of Wednesday,  

December 21.    
Our directing pastor helped with The Installation of New Officers, as all present 

prayed, sang, and answered questions together.   We welcome this leadership:  

President, Sharon Wolfert  

Vice-Pres., Cyndy Montgomery  
Secõy-Treas., Marie Delaney  
Spiritual Life: Nancy Bazzell  
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òDo no harm.  Do Good.  Stay in love with God.ó --John Wesley  

Prayer Requests can be phoned to Eileen Cumming 342-6748 

(daytime) or Sharon Wolfert 342-4775 (evenings).  You can 

also phone the church office at 342-2030 or email Conni at 

conni@effinghamcumc.com or kim@effinghamcumc.com 

 

 

 

January 10  
 

at Noon  

Everyone age 55 and over is invited to come and share a catered lunch ($5.50 
each) in the Fellowship Hall on Tuesday, January 10

th
 at Noon.  

Are you wondering how plans are developing with the Helen Matthes Library 
building project? Amanda McKay, director of the Helen Matthes Library, will make 
a short presentation about the building project at TLC on January 10

th
.  Amanda 

will include the most recent drawings of the 27,000 square foot renovation of the 
Fifth Third Bank building. Hear about the great things happening at the library! 

The sign-up sheet is posted in the Connection Area. For more information contact 
Marge Shubert at 536-6596.  Hope to see you on January 10

th
 for this time of 

sharing and fellowship. 

The Esther Circle of the UMW WILL NOT MEET  

in January or February.  

The March Newsletter  

will have an announcement about the next meeting.  
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Office Closed on January 16th 

The church office will be closed on January 16th  

in honor of  

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.õs Birthday. 

THE NEW 2012 FLOWER CHART is now available in 

the Connection Area.  The price for flowers remains the 

sameð$27.50.  Please sign up if you would like to donate 

flowers for the altar in 2012.  If someone has already taken 

the date you want, just add your name as ñadditional 

flowersò and make your own arrangements at Burklands 

Florist & Greenhouse on Rinehart Street. 

Human Relations Day 

Human Relations Day, the Sunday (January 15, 2012) before the observance 

of the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.ôs birthday, supports Community Developers, 

United Methodist Voluntary Service and Youth Offender Rehabilitation 

programs.  A community developer who directs a program funded by the 

offering said the ñprimary focus is to help kids see Jesus and to help them grow 

developmentally and spiritually.ò 

From Joeðs Notebook 

Dare to reach out your hand into the darkness,  

to pull another hand into the light.  

Norman B. Rice,  49th Mayor of Seattle, Washington  
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Welcome Team Invitation  Thank you to the 93+ team members.  

There is still room for new people, too!  Please call Conni or Kim in 
the office 342-2030. 

 
The team members for the months of January and February are 

 

January 

                           8:15 a.m.                                                        10:45 a.m. 

Matthew & Angie Lappin, leaders 343 -3031  Alan & Linda Tryon, leaders 536 -5666 

Darin & Kim Blickem   Deb & Chelsea Spence  

Katherine & Jack Blickem   Jean Sporleder 

Dorothy McGregor (Greeter only)   Donetta Martin  

Eileen Cumming (Greeter only)   Julie Howard  

Calvin & Mary Mitchell    

February 

                           8:15 a.m.                                                        10:45 a.m. 

Janet & Dan Hargis, leaders 342-6832  Kathy & Charlie Smith, leader 868 -2230 

Glen & Donna Temple   Jamie Hackmann 

Bob & Judy Lee  Doug & Janet Ohnesorge 

Andy Hauck (Greeter)   Mark & Gidget Mitchell  

  Madeline & Mackenzie Mitchell  

END OF THE MONTH = END OF MALARIA 

As we begin our three-year participation in our Imagine No Malaria campaign, our 

directing pastor asks that we take a moment during all three worship services once 

a month to celebrate our faithful progress.  

You may give money any time, and you may turn in a full ñI Can Imagine No 

Malariaò collection can any time, but the last weekend of each month weôll take a 

moment in worship and note that this monthôs contribution total is 44 cans returned 

for a total of $5,011.50.  

ñEasy enough to remember,ò Joe says, ñEnd-of-the-month equals end-of-malaria.ò 
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QUILTERS 

are looking for  

QUILTS 

Do you have a quilt top that needs to be quilted? 

Please contact the quilters 

Important Note  

On Recycling!  

As of Jan 1st 2012 Illinois has banned electronics from the 

landfills. Meaning trash pickups will no longer take  TV's, 

monitors , computers, electronic games, vcr's, DVD players etc. 

Basically if it has an electronics board in it, the item is banned. 

This means we cannot have these items in our green recycle box as 

well.  

Goodwill Industries (Old Kroger building on Keller Dr.) will take most 

items but check first for what is acceptable. 

Next E-Cycle at CUMC is tentatively set for March 17th. 8AM to 1PM 

and we take anything with a cord. 

Check out this website for more details regarding IL laws.  

http://www.epa.state.il.us/land/electronic-waste-recycling/consumer-

education.html  

If you have a question ask some one on the Recycle Committee or you 

can call me 217-868-9855 or cell 901-647-3232  Bill Elving 

http://www.epa.state.il.us/land/electronic-waste-recycling/consumer-education.html
http://www.epa.state.il.us/land/electronic-waste-recycling/consumer-education.html
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We would like to thank everyone for their thoughts, prayers, and concerns 

during my surgery.  Thanks to Linda Rose and Alice Brasel for the flowers.  

They were much appreciated.  Thanks to Helen Niccum, Ginnie Swanson, 

and Linda Poland for their blessings, visits, and phone calls.  Please keep 

me in your thoughts and prayers as I recover. 

God Bless to you all 

Brenda Fisher 

Thank you for the miscellaneous items that you provided to the 

Midwest Mission Distribution Center in November.  These items 

will help us provide aid to people who are experiencing poverty 

or other devastating events in their lives.  Your support and 

generosity are greatly appreciated! 

As of November, 2011, 1,828 volunteers from 360 different churches in 21 

different states, giving 30,201 volunteer hours have served at the MMDC and 

we have received 193,240 pounds in in-kind donations. 

You may find current information concerning MMDC’s activities by visiting our 

web site at www.midwestmissiondc.org. 

Thank you again,  

In Christ, 

Pat Wright, Executive Director 

Thank you so much for your  

generous donation! 

Thank you for the cards, candy, and Christmas wishes  

From the Centenary Staff 
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INCLEMENT WEATHER? 

If the weather is bad, listen to WXEFñ97.9 or 

102.3 KJ Country radio stations to get the latest 

information regarding cancellations such as 

church services, meetings, etc.  Worship will 

only be cancelled under the worst of weather 

conditionsñso you may need to use wisdom 

concerning your attendance on those particular 

days. 

V AN DRIVERS for January 2012 

 

January 1st   Gary Bone  342-6663 

January 8th    Craig Wise  868-9933  

January 15th   Wayne Clausius  342-3835 

January 22nd  Steve Stockman  342-7079 

January 29th  John Barton  342-6602  

Members 

We are having a party in January. 

Please contact Wanda Pitcher 

for more information.  

Check out our Directing Pastors blog  

at  joescheets.wordpress.com  


