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Centenary United Methodist 
www.effinghamcumc.com          342-2030 

Lent  2012 
Lent begins on Wednesday, February 22 with Ash Wednesday services at 12 pm and 6 pm 

Sundays: One Room Sunday School for youth and adults studying Adam Hamilton’s 24 Hours that 

Changed the World. It starts at 9:35 am. 

Sunday Cluster Worship at 4 pm, please see article below for locations.   

Wednesdays:    Dinner at 5 pm  

      Confirmation class in the meeting room from 5:15-5:55 pm 

      Worship featuring Certified Lay Speakers from the Embarras District: 6- 7 pm 

      Cantata Practice:  7-7:45 pm 

 

Lenten Cluster Worship 
a connectional event of the Embarras River District 

During Lent we will have the opportunity to join with the 5 other churches in our cluster for worship 

and fellowship Sunday afternoons at 4 pm. The offering will be given to Imagine No Malaria.  Any 

nonperishable food items will be collected and then brought here to Centenary where they will be 

donated to Catholic Charities. The location for each service is below and if you need directions to 

any of these churches please contact our church office at 342-2030 or go to www.igrc.org and use 

the church finder.  

Date      Host Church        Preacher                    Music 

2/26        Shumway            Gene Creek               Centenary Choir 

3/04        Montrose             Joe Scheets               Harvest 

3/11        Watson                Paul Bauer                 Montrose 

3/18        Harvest                Roger McIntyre          Watson  

3/25        Centenary          Jeff Morrison              Beecher City/Shumway & Centenary Bell choir 

http://www.igrc.org
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Pastor Joe 

“Be still and know that I am God.”---Psalm 46:10 

 

 

“I’ll see you in February” is what I wrote as we were anticipating 

this Pastoral Sabbatical in January.  And now, as I’m writing you 

this, it’s already the middle of January.  I have three things to tell 

you: 

 

I miss you.   

 

You’ve heard me tell you this before: “It’s an honor to be in ministry with you.”  It’s 

true.  Perhaps because of that, I’m missing you all the more this month.  Be certain you’re in 

my prayers, and I sure appreciate yours. 

 

God is still in business.   

 

You’ve also heard me tell you that before.  Perhaps the best way to express God’s present care 

is found in the Scripture at the top here, from Psalm 46:10.  It usually starts with “Be still” but 

it’s also been translated as “Relax” and even “Let go.”  Somewhere already this month I’ve 

read this version: “Let go of your worries.  Relax in the quiet stillness of My Presence.”  Don’t 

you love what all that says?  Me, too.   

 

I am grateful for this Sabbatical opportunity.  I am overjoyed at your generous response to our 

District Superintendent’s request that Centenary be a pilot church in this area.  I am amazed at 

the reminders of God’s goodness and grace that keep floating my way, and I count you among 

them.  

 

I miss you.   

 
But…”I’ll see you in February!” 

 

 

Yours in Christ,  

Dr. Joe Scheets  
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Youth News 
FEBRUARY        FEBRUARY        FEBRUARY 

February for UMYF is a busy month. We will be attending our annual ski trip and senior high Youth 

Annual Retreat (YAR). Our lessons during February are based in the book of Galatians and we will 

study salvation by faith alone, how the life of faith is a life of freedom and sacrifice.  

If you are in 6
th
 -12

th
 grade and have a Facebook account, we have a private page where we will 

update what we are doing each week and share pictures from our events. If we have accidently 

overlooked you, please contact Pastor John or Kali Heckert via Facebook and we will make sure to 

add you to the group.  

Here is what we have planned for February  

February 5: Super bowl Party at the Awalt’s home starting at 5 pm 

February 12: Youth committee meeting at 5 pm. Regular UMYF at 6 pm 

February 19: No UMYF (ski trip) 

February 26: High school YAR and Jr. High bowling at Pagel Silver Dollar lanes at 6 pm.  

Confirmation Class  
Confirmation class will be offered to anyone in the seventh grade or older. We will be meeting 

on Wednesday nights from 5:15-5:55 pm starting on February 29. Each participant should ask 

an adult they know to be a mentor for the confirmation process. The mentor will need to 

attend class with the confirmed and work with them to complete the homework and project. 

The class will meet on Saturday, March 24 and we will attend the Cunningham Children’s 

home Mission day. For more information please contact Pastor John at 342-2030.  

Mission Trip  
This year our summer mission trip will once again be heading down to Henderson Settlement in 

Frakes, KY on June 24-30, 2012.  You can learn more about this United Methodist mission at 

www.hendersonsettlement.com.  As we raise the funds for the trip, and while we are working, we 

would greatly appreciate your prayers for our safety and that we might be faithful in sharing Godôs 

love with those around us, especially the families whom we are serving.  As more details become 

available, we will share with you what projects we will be completing and the opportunities to help 

us raise funds for the trip.  On behalf of those going on the trip, I want to thank you in advance for 

you support with your prayers, encouragement, and finances.                                          Pastor John 

http://www.hendersonsettlement.com
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Thank you to everyone for your prayers, cards, coloring pages and gifts! Reyna was 

discharged from the hospital today and will be staying with my parents for a few days 

before she comes home. Your generosity and concern have been a great source of 

comfort during this latest hospital stay.  

Thank you!  

Jamie and John Hackmann (and Reyna)  

I would like to express my sincere gratitude to my church family for the love and concern 

shown to me following the death of my mother.   

Thank you for the prayers, emails and cards, including those from the Member Care 

Committee and the Alleluia Choir.  

My special thanks to all who came to the visitation.    Your prayers continue to sustain us. 

God will bless you all. 
Patti Williams   

Youth News  

Jr. UMYF 
January 22       Board games 

February 12       Minute to Win It games 

February 26       Movie Night in the UMYF room with the movie Zoo Keeper 

March 11       St. Patrick's Day Treasure Hunt 

March 25       Swim party at Comfort Suites with pizza  Note special time: 5:00 PM-7:30 PM 

April 8        Easter--no meeting 

April 22       Let's Celebrate Earth Day! 

May 13       Mother's Day--no meeting 

May 20       End of year activity TBA 

FISH thanks you  

for your generous donation of $1,728.67.  

òWhen we meet anotherõs needs é we give a gift to Christó 
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March 5 is UMW Spiritual Growth Day  

Embarras District United Methodist Women will meet at Centenary on March 5, beginning at 9 a.m. The 

program will be “Reconciliation is the Face of Justice in the 21st Century Through the Eyes of Immigration”.  

It will be led by Betty Stoltz, Conference UMW treasurer.  Lunch will be served at a cost of $5.  Reservations 

are needed by February 27.    

Donations of salads and desserts are needed for March 5 lunch.  Anyone who will donate, please 

contact Carol Martin or Peggy Peters by Feb 28. 

Spring Out to Serve 

On April 15, 2012 the Mission team is leading our Spring Out to Serve event. This is 

an opportunity for the people of Centenary to get outside the church walls and make 

a difference in the lives of people in our community.  

If you know of a project that 5-20 people could work on for a few hours on that 

Sunday, please contact Conni or Pastor John at the church office (342-2030).  

In the next few weeks you will be asked to join a group so that we can serve our 

community in the name of our risen Savior, Jesus Christ.  

Some ideas for a project: 

Bake cookies and give to nursing home employees 

Give quarters away at a Laundromat. 

 

We have a list of other ideas if you would like to stop by the office or call 342-2030 

New Member Breakfast  

The New Member Breakfast will be Sunday, February 12, 2012.   

The 2011 Confirmation class and other new members will be hosted at a 

breakfast in fellowship hall at 9:30 a.m.   

The Ambassador Sunday School class will provide the breakfast and church committee chairpersons will 

speak briefly about their responsibilities and opportunities in the church. 
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The Esther Circle of the UMW WILL NOT MEET  

in February.  

The March Newsletter  

will have an announcement about the next meeting.  

 
 
 

February 14
 

at Noon  

Everyone age 55 and over is invited to come and share a catered lunch ($5.50 each) 
in the Fellowship Hall on Tuesday, February 14

th
 at Noon.  

The speaker will be Patrick Johnson on the Benefits of Funeral Preplanning. 

Patrick is a senior at SIU-Carbondale as a Mortuary Science major and he will return 
in the spring to work at Johnson Funeral Home, Effingham. 

The sign-up sheet is posted in the Connection Area. For more information contact 
Marge Shubert at 536-6596.  Hope to see you on February 14

th
 for this time of 

sharing and fellowship. 

F E A S T  

FEAST (Friends Eating and Sharing Together) is organizing for February, 

March, April, and May 2012.    You may sign up for a group that includes 

children or one that is for adults only.   FEAST is a great way to get to 

know our church family better by sharing a meal.   The host usually 

provides the main dish and everyone else provides a side 

dish to contribute to the meal. You may host at your home 

or contact the church office to set up a time to use the 

Fellowship Hall.   Sue Ann Minor is the FEAST 

Coordinator.     Contact her at 343 -8552 or 

esbcdj@gmail.com  to sign up for FEAST or to get more information  

mailto:esbcdj@gmail.com
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 DRIVERS for February 2012  

 

February 5th          Russ Howard   347-8858 

February 12th        Craig Wise   868-9933  

February 19th       Steve Stockman  342-7079 

February 26th      John Barton   342-6602 

VAN 
 

INCLEMENT WEATHER? 

If the weather is bad, listen to WXEFñ97.9 or 

102.3 KJ Country radio stations to get the latest 

information regarding cancellations such as 

church services, meetings, etc.  Worship will only 

be cancelled under the worst of weather 

conditionsñso you may need to use wisdom 

concerning your attendance on those particular 

days. 

The Book Club  
Troy Phelan is a self-made billionaire, one of the richest men in the United 
States.  He is also eccentric, reclusive, confined to a wheelchair, and looking for a 
way to die.   His heirs, to no one's surprise--especially Troy's--are circling like 
vultures.  

Nate O'Riley is a high-octane Washington litigator who's lived too hard, too fast, 
for too long.   His second marriage in a shambles, and he is emerging from his fourth stay in rehab 
armed with little more than his fragile sobriety, good intentions, and resilient sense of 
humor.   Returning to the real world is always difficult, but this time it's going to be murder.  

Rachel Lane is a young woman who chose to give her life to God, who walked away from the 
modern world with all its strivings and trappings and encumbrances, and went to live and work 
with a primitive tribe of Indians in the deepest jungles of Brazil.  

In a story that mixes legal suspense with a remarkable adventure, their lives are forever altered by 
the startling secret of The Testament.  

CWBC meets on the last Sunday of the month at 6:00pm at Centenary United Methodist Church 
unless otherwise specified. 

If you would like more information on the book club please contact Wanda Pitcher at                  
(217) 259-2356  
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FOOD for the Catholic Charities Food Pantry 

We collect food for Catholic Charities each month to help them supply food to those in need in 

our area.  Please bring your donation to church any Sunday, and on the third Monday of the 

month we will deliver our donations to them.  

Items needed are:  toilet paper, canned meats, pastas and sauce.  Since we 

will be collecting all month, our hope is that more people will participate.  We 

are looking forward to seeing a mound of food in the Connection Area.  Thank 

you for supporting this mission project.  

Tuesday Bible Studies 

9:00 a.m. at Brookstone  

10:30 a.m. at the Glenwood  

*11:15 a.m. Lakeland Rehabilitation and Health Center  

*(third and fourth Tuesdays only)  

EVERYONE IS WELCOME. 

CC OMMUNITYOMMUNITY   NN EWSEWS  

Joeõs Notebook 

One cannot simply read the Bible, like other books.  

One must be prepared really to inquire of it.   

Only thus will it reveal itself.   

Only if we expect from it the ultimate answer, shall we receive it.   

That is because in the Bible God speaks to us éó 

 

Dieterich Bonhoeffer in  

Bonhoeffer: Pastor, Martyr, Prophet, Spy by Eric Metaxas  
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Welcome Team Invitation  Thank you to the 93+ team members.  

There is still room for new people, too!  Please call Conni or Kim in the 

office 342 -2030.  

The team members for the months of February and March are:  

February  

                           8:15 a.m.                                                        10:45 a.m. 

Dan & Janet Hargis, leaders 342-6832  Charlie & Kathy Smith, leaders 868 -2230 

Glen & Dona Temple   Jamie Hackmann 

Bob & Judy Lee  Doug & Janet Ohnesorge 

Andy Hauck (Greeter)   Mark & Gidget Mitchell  

  Madeline & Mackenzie Mitchell  

March  

                           8:15 a.m.                                                        10:45 a.m. 

Nathan & Talitha Wiedman, leaders 821 -9526  Daylene Johnson, leader 347 -3636 

Emily & Luke Quast   Youth 

Richard & Linda Hampton  

Ron & Nancy Reed 

Bev & Lee Smith 

UMW Reading Program Off to a Good Start  
 Fourteen new books have been added to our UMW library for 2012 as a special gift from 

an anonymous donor.  Kate Dickens also donated four books to our collection.   We now 
have three shelves for our books. Peggy Peters donated the Response Magazines that are a 
part of our reading requirements, and they are on the bottom shelf.  Ten books have 
already been checked out to read in 2012, and last year we had a record of 46 books read. 

Usually we have about 20-30 books read a year.   

 Plan 1 in the reading program now requires us to read 5 books plus the Response Magazine to receive a 
Reading Certificate from the UMW District.  We do get credit for each book read whether you read 5 books 
or not. The categories are: Spiritual Growth, Nurturing Community, Education for Mission, Leadership and 
Development, and Social Action.  Leadership and Development was added this year as a new category. 

 This month our recommended book to read is Beaded Hope, a book in the Education for Mission 
category.  When four women embark on a mission trip to South Africa, they all have selfish reasons for 
going.  What none of them expects is how profoundly their lives will be transformed by the people they 
meet.  This is a moving story about the power of faith and hope to overcome even the most tragic 
circumstances. 

 The UMW library books and Response Magazines can be found in the Prayer Room. 
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PRAYER REQUESTS 

can be phoned to Eileen Cumming 342 -6748 (daytime) or   

Sharon Wolfert 342 -4775 (evenings).  You can also phone the 

church office at 342 -2030 or email Conni at 

conni@effinghamcumc.com or kim@effinghamcumc.com  

 

 

 

The Centenary Personal Responder Team has placed the 

Heartline box in the Connection Area for everyone to help keep 

our church family caring for each other.  Our hope and our prayer is that you will use 

this box as a way of letting the church know your needs, prayer requests, or any 

situation that someone is burdened with and you feel that a church presence is 

needed.  We are hoping that this box will help us put action to your needs.  We want 

it to be a “Heartline” between you and the church.  The CPR members will take turns 

opening the box regularly and we will see that your requests are taken care of ASAP.  

(All CPR members are required to sign a confidentiality agreement.) 

LAW ENFORCEMENT TORCH RUN POLAR PLUNGE 

SATURDAY, MARCH 3, 2012 

Lake Sara in Effingham 

11:00 a.m. Registration  ǒ  Noon Plunge 

Take the Plunge and support local Special Olympics Athletes  

To Register online, go to www.plungeillinois.com  

or pick up a brochure at the Area 9 Office.   

 

QUESTIONS? 

Call Kimberly Abell at 217-345-2424 or  

e-mail her at kabell@soill.org. 
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Guide for inserted calendar page    

Meeting Calendar Room Description 

 

S = Sanctuary   YR = Youth Room 

FH = Fellowship Hall  MR = Meeting Room 

K = Kitchen  B + number = rooms on the lower level 

END OF THE MONTH = END OF MALARIA 

As we begin our three -year participation in our Imagine No Malaria campaign, our 

directing pastor asks that we take a moment during all three worship services once a 

month to celebrate our faithful progress.   

You may give money any time, and you may turn in a full ñI Can Imagine No Malariaò 

collection can any time, but the last weekend of each month weôll take a moment in 

worship and note that this monthôs contribution total is 49 cans returned for a total of 

$6,706.03.  

ñEasy enough to remember,ò Joe says, ñEnd-of - the -month equals end -of -malaria.ò 

Our Stewardship: January 2012 Attendance 

 Worship Sunday School 

January 1  128  No Sunday School  

January 7 & 8  280  129  

January 14 & 15  273  106  

January 21 & 22  260  104  

   

Contribution SummaryðJanuary 2012 

JANUARY 24, 2012 GENERAL FUND 

YEAR TO DATE 

CAP. IMPROVE. FUND 

YEAR TO DATE 

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 

YEAR TO DATE 

Contributions $29,171.50  $2,180.50  $9,688.50  

Disbursements $25,799.97  -0-   

+ Ahead 

- Behind 

+$3,371.53  +$2,180.50  Loan Balance  

$428,097.44  

SUNDAY CELEBRATION 
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UPCOMING EVENTS AND MEETINGS 

Tuesday 02/02 6:00 p.m. Missions Team (FH) 

Monday 02/06 9:15 a.m. Centenary Servants (K) 

  02/06 6:00 p.m. Trustees (MR) 

Thursday 02/09 10:00 a.m. Memorial Team (MR) 

Sunday 02/12 9:30 a.m. New Member Breakfast 

  02/12 5:00 p.m. Youth Committee (YR) 

Monday 02/13 7:00 p.m. Vision Team (MR) 

Tuesday 02/14 12:00 p.m. TLC: Tuesday Lunch Club (FH) 

Wednesday 02/15 NEWS Deadline 

Monday 02/20 7:00 p.m. Finance Team (MR) 

Wednesday 02/22 12:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. ASH WEDNESDAY 

Friday 02/24 3:00 p.m. SR High YAR 

Sat./Sunday 02/25 & 02/26  SR High YAR 

  02/25 & 02/26  Handbells Play 

Sunday 02/26 4:00 p.m. Cluster Worship (Shumway) 

Sunday 02/26 6:00 p.m. Book Club (MR) 

Monday 02/27 6:00 p.m. Education (MR) 

Wednesday 02/29 5:15 p.m. Confirmation Class 

  02/29 6:00 p.m. Lenten Service  

 

WEEKLY OPPORTUNITIES 

Saturdays  5:45 p.m.   Worship Service  

Sundays  8:15 a.m.   Worship Service  

  9:35 a.m.   Adult and Youth Sunday School  

  10:45 a.m.  Worship Service 

  6:00 p.m.       UMYF (grades 6-8 and grades 9-12
 
) 

      YOUTH SKI TRIP:  February 18-20 

  6:00 p.m.     Jr. UMYF (grades 3-5:  2nd & 4th Sundays) 

Mondays  9:00 a.m.      Quilters 

  11:00 a.m.    Pastors’ Huddle 

    5:00 p.m.    A.A. 

Tuesdays  9:00 a.m.                Brookstone Bible Study 

  10:30 a.m.         Glenwood Bible Study  

  11:15 a.m.         Lakeland Rehabilitation and Health (3rd & 4th week only)  

  8:00 p.m.                 A.A. (Closed) 

  8:00 p.m.   Al-Anon 

Wednesdays  1:30 p.m.   Staff meeting 

  5:00 p.m.   All Church Meal 

  6:00 p.m.   Short Term Study 

  6:00 p.m.   Handbells 

  7:00 p.m.   Alleluia Choir 

  7:00 p.m.   A.A. (Open) 

Thursdays  7:00 p.m.   A.A. (Open) 

Fridays  8:00 p.m.   A.A.  (Closed) 

February  
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