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Centenary  

United 

Methodist 
www.effinghamcumc.com 

November 2011 

“Advent is a season of four weeks including four 

Sundays.  The season proclaims  the coming of Christ, 

whose birth we prepare to celebrate once again, who 

comes continually in Word and Spirit, and whose return in 

final victory we anticipate.” 

—United Methodist Book of Worship. 

“We’ll be doing Lent up in a big way,” says our directing 

pastor.  “Ann, our Music Director, has several favorites as 

well as new treats lined up for as we worship together.  You won’t want to 

miss any of this!” 

Advent 2011 at Effingham Centenary UMC 

Nov 26 & 27            “How Silently, How Silently”  

Dec 3   Hanging of the Greens 

Dec 3 & 4    Holy Communion and Our Handbell Choir  

Dec 10 &11   Cantata --- Our Alleluia Choir and Praise Band  

Dec 18     “The Wondrous Gift is Given”  

Dec 24 @ 7pm & 11pm  “Where Meek Souls Will Receive Him” 

        Candlelight Communion 

Dec 25 @ 10am    “Still the Dear Christ Enters In” 
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Pastor Joe 

 I was sitting next to my wife in a church meeting with 

people who didn’t know us.  It was time for 

introductions.  We were to simply tell who we were are and 

where we were from. 

Patty’s turn was next, then mine.  She of course told her 

name, and then said that she’s from Effingham. 

My turn.  I said my name was Joe, that I was Patty’s 

husband, and that we go to Centenary United Methodist 

Church.  

The next person spoke, but I missed what he said.  I was thinking that what I’d said 

just didn’t seem right somehow. 

Then it hit me: Patty and I don’t “go” to Centenary, we “belong” to Centenary. 

Patty is a full member of Centenary, and “belongs” here just like anyone else 

can.  However, as a pastor in The United Methodist Church my membership is not 

with any one local church.   Instead, I “belong” to the Illinois Great Rivers 

Conference of The United Methodist Church as a Clergy Member, under appointment 

to Centenary. 

But at a profoundly significant level, I feel like I “belong” to Centenary.  And I thank 

you for that.   

This church lives out things like 1st Corinthians 12, where our friend St. Paul writes 

about the different parts of the body.  Even more importantly, Centenarians embody 

the very next chapter, 1st Corinthians 13, where he writes about love. 

And I thank you and our Lord for that. 

Were there a Rewind Button in real life, I’d go back to that meeting.  I’d happily 

introduce myself as Patty’s husband, and tell the group that we “belong” to 

Centenary. 

We do.  It’s good.  Very good.         See you in worship if not before! 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Dr. Joe Scheets 
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UPCOMING EVENTS and MEETINGS 
Wednesday 11/02 1:30 p.m. Esther Circle (MR) 

Thursday 11/03 7:00 p.m. Missions Team 

Sat & Sun 11/05 & 06    Communion Worship 

Sunday 11/06  6:00 p.m. Imagine No Malaria (Watson UMC) 

Sunday 11/06 5:00 p.m. Youth Committee 

Monday 11/07 6:00 p.m. Trustees & SPRC 

Tuesday 11/08 12:00 noon TLC 

Thursday 11/10 6:00 p.m. UMW Potluck (FH) 

Thursday 11/10 6:00 p.m. Education Team (MR) 

Sunday 11/13 4:30 p.m. Youth at Christ Church 

Sunday 11/13 6:00 p.m. Thanksgiving Service at Christ Church 

Monday 11/14 7:00 p.m. Vision Team (MR) 

Sat & Sun 11/19 & 20   Handbells 

Monday 11/21 7:00 p.m. Finance Team (MR) 

Thurs. & Fri. 11/24 & 25   Office Closed 

Sat. & Sun. 11/26 & 27   UM Student Day  

Monday  11/28 7:00 p.m. Church Council (FH) 

Wednesday 11/30 6:00 p.m. Advent Speaker 

 

 

WEEKLY OPPORTUNITIES . . . .  
Saturdays  5:45 p.m.   Worship Service  

Sundays  8:15 a.m.   Worship Service  

  9:35 a.m.   Sunday School  

  10:45 a.m.   Worship Service 

Sunday   9:35 a.m.    Adult and Youth Sunday School  

  6:00 p.m.       UMYF (6th—8th grades and 9th—12th grades) 

  6:00 p.m.     Jr. UMYF (3rd-5th grades:   2nd and 4th weekends) 

Mondays  9:00 a.m.      Quilters 

  11:00 a.m.     Pastors’ Huddle 

    5:00 p.m.    A.A. 

Tuesdays  9:00 a.m.                 Brookstone Bible Study 

  10:30 a.m.          Glenwood Bible Study  

  8:00 p.m.                  A.A. (Closed) 

  8:00 p.m.   Al-Anon 

Wednesdays  6:00 p.m.    Handbells;   

  7:00 p.m.   Christmas Cantata 

  8:00 p.m.   Alleluia Choir 

  7:00 p.m.   A.A. (Open) 

Thursdays  7:00 p.m.   A.A. (Open) 

Fridays  8:00 p.m.   A.A.  (Closed) 

Remember to set your Clocks BACK 

For Daylight Savings Time 

November 6, 2011 
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PLEASE SAVE THE DATE 

Foreword: What is it that draws us all to the Christmas story?  Even 

unbelievers are touched by its power.  Everyone wants to experience 

the excitement of the angel’s prophecies.  We all want to touch the 

baby’s cheek and feel the warmth of the mother’s love for her child.  

The account of angels in the sky captures our imagination.  We are 

intrigued by the thought that there could possibly be “peace on earth, 

goodwill to men.” 

As believers, we know that the Christmas narrative is more than a story.  We see God in 

the baby’s eyes.  We hear heaven’s glory in the angels’ voices.  And when we consider 

how God reached down to earth in this holy visitation, we are inspired to worship with 

gratitude and praise. 

The world chases after the warmth, the joy and love that is known as the Christmas spirit.  

However, it is the Holy Spirit that brings hope in the depth of despair; strength in the 

trough of exhaustion; and life in the midst of death. 

Let us join now together with Luke as we bring to life his account of this ultimate story of 

love.  As you share this work with others, I pray that the Holy Spirit of Christmas will be 

upon you.  May you rediscover the story’s power and embody the miracle that happened. 

ONCE UPON A NIGHT 
 

Mark your calendar for December 10 & 11  

as the choir will present our Christmas Cantata “Once Upon a Night”  

at all three regularly scheduled services.     

Mark your calendar NOW!!! 

Hanging of the Greens 

Saturday, December 3rd  

8:00 a.m. to finish 

Everyone is invited to come share in the fun time.  Everyone 

is welcome to join in the fun of decorating the church for 

Advent.  Come get in the Christmas Spirit by decorating our 

church.  Please bring breakfast dish/drink to share… For 

more information contact Kim Lane  at 925-5967 or Libby 

Moeller  at 663-6709 for more information.   
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Youth News 
At UMYF one our goals is to grow deeper in our faith.  Our lessons in November will come from the 

Gospel of Matthew and will focus on prayer and the attitudes of our heart. We always welcome new 

leaders and would like to open an invitation to you to come and join us. 

In October we invited two other UMYF groups to join us for a time of connectional fellowship. To 

put that another way, we had the opportunity to meet with other youth from different United 

Methodist churches. It can be encouraging to know that there are other youth facing the similar 

situations in life and asking the same questions, even though they do not attend our church. This 

shared meeting demonstrates one small part of how the connectional system in the United 

Methodist Church benefits everyone who participates in the system. 

Here are our meeting times for November 

November 6: Youth Committee meets at 5 pm. Regular format from 6-8 p.m. 

November 13: Community Thanksgiving service at Christ Church at 4:30 pm. We will meet back 

at Centenary church at 6 p.m. 

November 20:  Regular format from 6 – 8 p.m. 

November  27: NO UMYF, Happy Thanksgiving 

On December 3, 2011 we will be helping with Hanging of the Greens in the morning and then 

staying for lunch to decorate the youth rooms for Christmas. 

Jr. Youth News 

from Nancy Caldwell and Sheri Schafer 

For 3rd-5th graders and their FRIENDS!   

They will continue to meet the second and fourth Sunday, except for the following dates: 

11/13    Field trip to play Laser Tag at Mattoon 

11/27    Will not meet: Thanksgiving holiday weekend 

12/11    Christmas caroling and party 

We will need volunteers for laser tag, and caroling, so please mark your 

calendars. 
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Community News 

Tuesday Bible Studies 

9:00 a.m. at Brookstone 

10:30 a.m. at the Glenwood 

Everyone is welcome.  For more information contact Pastor Joe 

The Golden Circle Nutrition Program  
out of Hendelmeyer Park is in NEED of drivers.  Meal delivery takes approximately 1 hour or less.   

Helen Grunloh needs our help.  She is looking for drivers that can drive regularly or drivers willing 

to fill in when someone is on vacation or drivers that are willing to go on a sub list and can be called 

when needed.  This program helps people stay in their homes and it needs our support.   

Please call Helen at 347-2851 if you can help.   Here is another opportunity for us to become 

the difference in our community. 

FOOD for the Catholic Charities Food Pantry 

We collect food for Catholic Charities each month to help them supply food to those in 
need in our area.  Please bring your donation to church any Sunday, and on the third 

Monday of the month we will deliver our donations to them. 

Items needed are:  toilet paper, canned meats, pastas and sauce.  

Since we will be collecting all month, our hope is that more people will 
participate.  We are looking forward to seeing a mound of food in the 
Connection Area.  Thank you for supporting this mission project. 

Guide for inserted calendar page    

Meeting Calendar Room Description 

 

S = Sanctuary  YR = Youth Room 

FH = Fellowship  MR = Meeting Room 

K = Kitchen  B + number = rooms on the lower level 
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TOP MINISTRY PRIORITIES  
 

  INCLUDE  families, children and youth in ministry 

  Develop strong, spiritually mature servant LEAD ers 

  Be inviting and welCOMEing to first time guests 

  Implement programs for helping people GROW  spiritually 

  Engage in relevant mission and SERVice in our community and beyond 

Have you caught the 
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The Esther Circle of UMW will meet Wednesday, 
November 2, 1:30 PM in the meeting room at Centenary.  Judy Stroud will 

have our lesson, and Esther Sechrest will give the devotions. Rosalee Walls and Judy 
Stroud will be hostesses.  

   The World Thank Offering will be collected at this meeting; and please bring 
a non-perishable food item that could be part of a Thanksgiving dinner.      
The food will be donated to Catholic Charities. 

   Our members invite all ladies with no "Circle home" to join us for this time of learning, fellowship and 
refreshments. 

TLC   Tuesday Lunch Club  

November 8  at Noon  

 

Everyone age 55 and over is invited to come and share a catered lunch ($5.50 each) in the 

Fellowship Hall on Tuesday, November 8 th  at Noon.  

We are pleased to announce a return of our Conferenceõs Clergy Band for the program. 

Members of the band are Rev. Dan Perry, Pastor at Highland Hope UMC; Rev, Tim Pate, 

Pastor at Nameoki UMC in Granite City; Rev. Will Deuel Pastor at Centraliaõs DeMaree 

UMC; Deacon Annelle Ruemmler, Music & Youth Director at Mt Vernon First UMC; and 

our own Dr. Joe Scheets.  

When they played our TLC last year, several of us asked about buying an album.  That 

sparked a conversation that had led to their CD that is scheduled to be available by Nov.8 

when they are with us at TLC.  Proceeds from sales go to our denominationõs òImagine No 

Malariaó project. 

The TLS sign -up sheet is posted in the Connection Area. For more information contact 

Marge Shubert at 536 -6596.  Hope to see you on November 8 th  for this wonderful time of 

sharing and fellowship.  

 

Prayer Requests can be phoned to Eileen Cumming   342-6748 

(daytime) or Sharon Wolfert 342-4775 (evenings).  You can also 

phone the church office at 342-2030 or email Conni at 

conni@effinghamcumc.com or kim@effinghamcumc.com 
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V an Drivers for November 2011 

 

 November 6th   John Barton    342-6602 

 November 13th    Craig Wise  868-9933  

 November 20th   Steve Stockman  342-7079  

 November 27th  Gary Bone  342-6663  

Book Club News 
Our book selection for November is: 

Like Breath and Water - Praying with Africa: A Bonus Book   
 

Ciona Rouse started her journey to Africa prepared to learn about prayer, to hear 
the prayers of the people and record their stories. Once there, she learned that the 
prayers that fuel our heart, our very survival, run deep in the soul of Africa. For the 

people she met, prayer does not simply petition God, but is a life force, like breath 
and water. Counts as two books in EFM .  We will meet on December 4 th  for 

discussion.  

If interested in joining us to read any Christian Women's Book Club selection or for 
more information please contact Wanda Pitcher at wwpitcher@mmtcnet.com  

Your pastors and families would like to say  

thank you for words of encouragement,  

cards and gifts we have received during  

Pastor Appreciation Month.    

ðJoe and John     

 

Jamie and I would like to express our gratitude for the many prayers, cards, offers of 
help, assistance and gifts while Reyna has been in the hospital. We appreciate each and 
every word of encouragement and expression of support during this difficult time.  

Rev. John Hackmann 

 15 

Membership Authorization Form  
An Automated Giving Program  

Have a specified offering automatically debited from your checking or savings account using this membership 
authorization form.  You may participate in as many funds designated as you would like and may split frequency if you 
would like. 

 

 

 

 

Centenary United Methodist Church 
203 E Grove Avenue 
Effingham  IL  62401 

217.342.2030 
www.effinghamcumc.com 

Member Name (Please Print) Social Security Number 

Member Address                                                                         City                                 State                                           Zip Code 

Effective Dave 

 

_____/_____/_____ 

Phone Number 

 

Cell Number 

Select One of the Following 

ð-  New Authorization 

ð- Change in authorization amount 

ð- Change in account 

Offering Frequency 
 

Weekly (will be transferred on Mondays) 
 

Semi-Monthly (will be transferred 1st and 15th each month) 

 

Monthly (will be transferred on either the 1st or 15th of each month.  

                                   CIRCLE ONE :     1st    or     15th 

 

 

 

Fund Designation            Amount 
 

1. General Fund  _________ 

2. Capital Improvement  _________ 

3. Building Fund  _________ 

4. Good Samaritan Fund  _________ 

 

(Contributions may be  

divided among  

multiple funds.) 

Please take my offering directly from my: ___ Checking Account (attach voided check)   ___ Savings Account (attach deposit slip) 

Account No.                                                    Routing No.  number between these symbols I:   I:  

I authorize my congregation to process debit entries to my 

account.  I have attached a voided check or savings deposit slip.  

This authority will remain in effect until I give reasonable 

notification (30 days) to terminate this authorization. 

Authorized Signature for Account Listed Above: 

Attach voided check or savings deposit slip 

 

 

 

 

 

Know Christ... 
Grow in Christ... 

Show Christ... 
Become the Difference 

mailto:wwpitcher@mmtcnet.com
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Simplified Giving 

 

 

Dear Centenary Family, 

To make it more convenient for you to financially support the church, we are offering an 
automated giving program option for your weekend contributions.  This offers you the 
opportunity to make automated financial contribution transfers from your bank account to 
the church.  Electronic banking costs you nothing and provides many advantages to both 
you and your church. 

Your Benefit 

Makes giving more convenient by automatically transferring your Sunday offering directly 
from your checking or savings account to the church.  Eliminates the need for you to write 
checks or have cash on hand.  You can change your contribution amount or date to 
transfer at any time.  It is secure and free. 

Our Church Benefits 

Saves hours of administrative time spent processing payments.  Stabilizes the churchôs 
budget with your scheduled contributions, no missed offerings. 

How Do I Get Started? 

If you would like to take advantage of this time-saving opportunity, please fill out the 
Membership Authorization Form, located on the next page, which provides us with your 
account information.   

You can specify the contribution amount and select how often you would like to have the 
funds transferred from your account.   

Return your completed form to the church office or place it in the offering plate on Sunday 
morning.  This information is confidential and it will not be shared with anyone. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call me at the church office. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

 

Conni Cash 

Office Manager/Bookkeeper 

conni@effinghamcumc.com 

217.342.2030 
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Welcome Team Invitation  Thank you to the 93+ team members.  

There is still room for new people, too!  Please call Conni in the office 
342-2030. 

The team members for the months of November and December are 

November 
8:15 a.m.                                                   10:45 a.m. 

Max & Ruth White, leaders 868-5157 Bill & Nancy Totten, leader 342-6468 
Jeff & Sharon White Terry & Lisa Hoekstra 

Andy Hauck (Greeter) Jeff & Conni Cash 
Esther Sechrest Jim & Linda Brissenden 
Allyn & Cyndy Montgomery 

December Advent (One week per team) 

November 27th: 

8:15 a.m. Darin Blickem Team                     10:45 a.m. Kathy & Charlie Smith Team 
Darin & Kim Blickem leader 663-5157 Kathy & Charlie Smith leader 868-2230 
Katherine & Jack Blickem Jamie Hackmann 

Calvin & Mary Mitchell Doug & Janet Ohnesorge 
Dorothy McGregor (Greeter) Mark & Gidget Mitchell 

Eileen Cumming (Greeter) Makenzie & Madeline Mitchell 

December 4th: 

8:15 a.m. Marge & Glynn Shubert Team        10:45 a.m. Nancy Caldwell Team 
Marge & Glynn Shubert leader 536-6596 Nancy Caldwell leader 821-6469 
Jane Dittamore Nicki Mackey 

Judy Wolfe Steve & Gayle Leuschke 
Nancy Alsman Julie Stephens 

Sue Heth Craig & Beth Lindvahl 
Sharon & Jim Scaggs 

December 11th: 

8:15 a.m. Janet & Dan Hargis Team              10:45 a.m. Debbie Lappin Team 
Janet & Dan Hargis leader 342-6832 Debbie Lappin leader 343-8706 

Peggy Miller (Greeter) Debbie Devall & Mark Devall 
Glen & Donna Temple Bev & Dave & Brandon & Cassidy Awalt 
Bob & Judy Lee Carol Blankenship 

Andy Hauck (Greeter) Sherry & Manny Wei & Ryan Wei 

December 18th: 

8:15 a.m. Don & Shirley Drain Team             10:45 a.m. Laurie King Team 
Don & Shirley Drain leader 342-7420 Laurie King leader 347-5658 & Drew King 
Rosalee Walls; Linda Rose Kaye Kimpling 

Matthew & Angie Lappin; Kay Groves Ed & Sue Ann Minor & Derek & Jared Minor 
Keith & Ione Beals Christine & Megan Browne 

Peggy & Pete Peters 

December 25th:  Everyone/volunteers 

10 a.m. only 
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COLES COUNTY  

BARBERSHOP CHORUS -  

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS BENEFIT CONCERTS 

On December 4th 

Continuing their tradition of ògivingó to the community, the Coles County Barbershop Singers 
will present their 36th Annual Christmas Benefit Concerts on Sunday, December 4th.    Wesley 
Methodist Church (2206 4th Street, Charleston) will host the 4 PM concert while the First 
Presbyterian Church (10 Charleston Ave in Mattoon) will be the site of the 7 PM 
performance.  Both churches have plenty of parking and are wheel chair accessible.  The 35 
man chorus, is made up of men from 20 different communities and is currently the third place 
barbershop chorus in state competition.  Along with their quartets and special husband/wife 
mixed ensemble, they  will present a FREE one hour concert that focuses on the true meaning 
of Christmas.  A free will offering will be taken and disbursed to area needy (Food and Homeless 
Shelter Programs) 

7th Annual Community Thanksgiving Dinner 

The Effingham County FISH Organization is sponsoring the 7th Annual Free 

Community Thanksgiving Day Dinner on Thursday, November 24, 2011 at     

Christôs Church, 2511 Veterans Dr., Effingham, IL. 

This free dinner is open to all Effingham County residents and their families who 

would like to enjoy Thanksgiving with others.  The dinner will be on Thanksgiving Day starting at 

11:30 a.m.  Home delivered meals will be available for homebound individuals.  There will also be 

volunteers available to transport those who wish to attend the dinner but are without transportation. 

For those persons wishing to attend the meal, please RSVP by November 21, 2011 by contacting 

Susan Elke at 868-5913, Harold Heth at 868-2854 or the Effingham Senior Center, 347-5569.    

Please let us know when you RSVP if you need transportation. 

For those who need home delivered meals, please contact the Senior Center at 347-5569 by 

November 21, 2011. 

We are also in need of volunteers to help set up the Church Hall, package and deliver meals to the 

homebound, transport individuals who need transportation to and from the church and serve those 

people attending the meal.  If you are interested in volunteering, please contact Susan Elke at   

217/868-5913. 

(This is not a dinner just for Seniors, all in the county and their families are welcome) 

PRESS RELEASEðFor additional information, please contact Susan Elke at 868-5913. 
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CPR  Heartline Box 

 

The Centenary Personal Responder Team has placed the Heartline box in the 

Connection Area for everyone to help keep our church family caring for each 

other.  Our hope and our prayer is that you will use this box as a way of 

letting the church know your needs, prayer requests, or any situation that 

someone is burdened with and you feel that a church presence is needed.  We are hoping 

that this box will help us put action to your needs.  We want it to be a “Heartline” between 

you and the church.  The CPR members will take turns opening the box regularly and we will 

see that your requests are taken care of ASAP.  Also, all CPR members are required to sign a 

confidentiality agreement. 

Our Stewardship: October 2011 Attendance 

 Worship Sunday School 

October 1 & 2 249 132 

October 8 & 9 224 116 

October 15 & 16 238 117 

October 22 & 23 236 102 

   

Contribution SummaryðOctober 2011 

October 24, 2011 General Fund 

Year to Date 

Cap.Improve.Fund 

Year to Date 

Capital Campaign 

Year to date 

Contributions $341,816.49 $22,326.34 $53,153.88 

Disbursements $332,941.33 $31,464.70  

+ Ahead 

- Behind 

+$8,875.16 -$9,138.36 Loan Balance  

$432,187.67 

Contribution Statement FYI — The next giving statement will be sent out the beginning of 

November.  If you would like to receive one before then contact Conni at the church office, 342-2030 

or conni@effinghamcumc.com, and she will be glad to send your statement to you before November.  
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Helen Matthes Library  
Community Survey  

We Need You! Whether you are an avid library user or have not 

been in a while, we'd like your help to plan our services for the 

future. Please consider being a part of our Strategic Plan 

Survey. You can take part online by going to this link:  

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/VNKGMNK or you can stop by the library at 100 E. Market 

Avenue to fill out a paper copy.    The survey takes about 5 minutes to complete and the 

deadline is Wednesday, November 9. 

  Survivors of Suicide éé 

éé Learning to live after their death 

 
Gathering for support and healing the 3rd Monday of every month at  Centenary United 

Methodist Church, Effingham, IL, from 7:00-8:30 p.m.  Facilitated by Debbie Reese, mother 

of Justin Melzer who took his life in 2009 at the age of 21. 

 

Effingham Centenary United Methodist Church 

203 East Grove Avenue, Effingham, IL 

For more information, call Debbie:  618-978-1513 
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“Do no harm.  Do Good.  Stay in love with God.”- -

Hiring of Carol Sims 

Preacher’s Aid Society and Benefit Fund is pleased to 
announce the hiring of Carol Sims as PASBF’s 
Administrative Assistant. 

Carol joins PASBF after 35 years of teaching in the Riverton 
School District.  She also was a highly successful high school 
and junior high volleyball coach, winning 9 state titles and 
13 state trophies during her career as either head or 
assistant coach.  For the past three years, she was co-owner 
and server at the Lighthouse Family Restaurant in 
Springfield. 

―Teachers, like all of us, are life-long learners with a desire to share with others,’ Sims said.  
―That is what this job is all about and I look forward to the opportunity.‖ 

Sims is the daughter of retired pastor Rev. Dr. R. Paul and Jeanné Sims, and she has been a 
long-time lay member to the annual conference.  She was active in the Conference Youth 
Council in the former Southern Illinois Conference, has been a lay speaker since 1989, and has 
participated in Walk to Emmaus. 

She is a very active member of Williamsville UMC and is the current chair of the 
Administrative Council.  She is a past member of the Sangamon River District Committee on 
Ministry and is slated to become the new vice-president for the Sangamon River District 
United Methodist Women.  She also enjoys volunteering  at the Midwest Mission Distribution 
Center. 

Carol will be in the office from 8:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. Monday—Friday.  She can be reached at 
217-529-3215 and by email csims@igrc.org. 

―Already this has proven to be a great place to work,‖ says Sims.  ―Everyone has been very kind 
and receptive and I am grateful.‖ 

We are honored and excited to have Carol join our staff to better enable us to serve our retirees.  
Be sure to welcome Carol! 

Parts of this article are reprinted from The Current  

United Methodist News Minute 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/VNKGMNK
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MALARIA ADVOCATES 
ask Congress to save lives 

A UMNS Report by Rob Naylor* 

More than 50 Imagine No Malaria advocates were in the 
U.S. capital this week to ask members of Congress to help 
them save lives. 

The event was jointly sponsored by the United Methodist 
Board of Church and Society, United Methodist 
Communications and the Board of Global Ministries as 
part of the shared commitment to  Imagine No Malaria. 

With federal budget cuts looming, U.S. funding for malaria programs in Africa is at stake, said the 
advocates. They are urging government leaders to protect existing levels of funding to fight a disease 
that affects millions of people each year. 

John Hill, director of environmental and economic justice for the Board of Church and Society, explained 
the ramifications of malaria funding cuts in simple terms.  òThe current 9 percent budget cut under 
consideration in the House of Representatives means as many as 3.8 million people in Africa would no 
longer have access to malaria treatment,ó he said. 

To gain support for protecting current levels of malaria funding, advocates came from key legislative 
districts throughout the country.  

Fifty -nine people, representing nine United Methodist annual (regional) conferences, were involved in 
the òINM Days on the Hill.ó Participants included five students from United Methodist-related 
Allegheny College and two high school students from northern Virginia. Six native Africans were 
present; five now live in the United States.  

During the Oct. 4-6 event, participants were updated on Imagine No Malaria programs in Africa and 
briefed on the budget issue before conducting personal visits with members of Congress. 

Mike McCurry ñ a United Methodist, former White House press secretary and current Imagine No 
Malaria executive committee member coached the advocates on how to deliver the message to elected 
officials.  He emphasized that the officials must be reminded that òU.S. funds to fight malaria is money 
well spent because our work is making progress against this disease.ó 

Just last year, the World Health Organization updated malaria mortality rates, reducing the death toll 
from an estimated 1 million lives per year to 800,000 lives. In spite of that remarkable progress, malaria 
remains a leading killer of children and pregnant women throughout Africa. 

Although much of the talk in the halls of Congress is about budget and impending cuts, advocates say 
the discussion about malaria comes down to saving lives. 

òIt is so difficult to see people die from a preventable disease like malaria,ó said the Rev. Francis Mutach 
Kapend of Lubumbashi, Democratic Republic of Congo. òIt is very touching to know that the faithful are 
able to mobilize to ask the (U.S.) government to help support the work of the church.ó 

To read more, please visit www.umc.org 
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END OF THE MONTH = END OF MALARIA 

As we begin our three-year participation in our Imagine No Malaria campaign, our 

directing pastor asks that we take a moment during all three worship services once a 

month to celebrate our faithful progress.  

You may give money any time, and you may turn in a full “I Can Imagine No Malaria” 

collection can any time, but the last weekend of each month we’ll take a moment in 

worship and note that this month’s contribution total is $3,925.50  

“Easy enough to remember,” Joe says, “End-of-the-month equals end-of-malaria.” 

DONôT MISS OUR 

Imagine No Malaria 

Musical Extrava ganza and 

Craft Fair 

Sunday, November 6, 2011ð6:00 pm 

Watson United Methodist Church 

Bring your Christian vocal and/ or instrumental  MUSICAL GROUPS 

To provide a song or two or three: 

Solos, duets, trios, quartets, ensembles, choirs, bands 

Bring your crafts to sell 

Bring some finger foods to eat and share 
(Drinks and table service will be provided.) 

All proceeds from craft sales will go to the Imagine No Malaria Campaign 
For information and to register your music and craft groups, 

Call Pastor Kathy Lewis at (217) 644-2655 

http://www.imaginenomalaria.org/2011/09/27/africa-needs-your-voice/
http://www.imaginenomalaria.org/
http://www.umc.org/site/apps/nlnet/content3.aspx?c=lwL4KnN1LtH&b=2789393&ct=9143191

